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MINUTES 
 

Constituents of the Congress 

Bureau Members in attendance:  

1. Nenad LALOVIC   President 

2. Stan DZIEDZIC   Vice-President 

3. Mikhail MAMIASHVILI  Vice-President  

4. Akhroldjan RUZIEV  Vice-President 

5. Tzeno TZENOV   Vice-President and President of UWW-Europe 

6. Nataliya YARIGUINA  Vice-President 

7. Michel DUSSON    Secretary General  

8. Zamel Sayyaf AL SHAHRANI Member 

9. Karl-Martin DITTMANN  Member 

10. Pedro GAMA FILHO  Member 

11. Theodoros HAMAKOS  Member 

12. Ik-Jong KIM   Member 

13. Fouad MESKOUT  Member and President of UWW-Africa 

14. Marina PELLICONE  Member 

15. Hideaki TOMIYAMA  Member 

16. Daulet TURLYKHANOV  Member and President of UWW-Asia 

17. Rodica YAKSI   Member 

 

Excused:  

i. Namig ALIYEV   Member 

ii. Jordan BURROUGHS  President of the Athletes Commission 

 

Presidents of Continental Councils:  

Francisco LEE LOPEZ  President of UWW-Americas 

Antonio AQUINO  President of UWW-Oceania 



 

Africa (Total 15):

1. Angola 

2. Benin 

3. Burundi 

4. Central Africa Republic 

5. Comores 

6. Egypt 

7.  Ghana 

8. Guinea-Bissau 

9. Madagascar 

10. Morocco 

11. Nigeria 

12. South Africa 

13. Sudan 

14. Tunisia 

15. Uganda 

 

Americas (Total 23):

1. Argentina 

2. Bahamas 

3. Barbados 

4. Bolivia 

5. Brazil  

6. Canada 

7. Colombia 

8. Costa Rica 

9. Cuba 

10. Ecuador 

11. El Salvador 

12. Guatemala 

13. Honduras 

14. Jamaica 

15. Mexico 

16. Nicaragua 

17. Panama 

18. Peru 

19. Puerto Rico 

20. Suriname 

21. United States 

22. Uruguay 

23. Venezuela 

  

Asia (Total : 28) :

1. China 

2. Chinese Taipei 

3.  Hong Kong 

4. India 

5. Indonesia 

6. Iran R.I. 

7. Iraq 

8. Japan 

9. Jordan 

10. Kazakhstan 

11. Korea (North) 

12. Korea (South) 

13. Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia 

14. Kirghizstan 

15. Lebanon 

16. Macau 

17. Myanmar 

18. Nepal 

19. Palestine 

20. Qatar 

21. Singapore 

22. Sri Lanka 

23. Syria 

24. Tajikistan 

25. Thailand 

26. Turkmenistan 

27. Uzbekistan 

28. Yemen  

 

 

Europe (Total : 40) 

1. Albania 

2. Armenia 

3. Austria 

4. Belgium 

5. Bosnia & Herzegovina 

6. Belarus 

7. Bulgaria 

8. Croatia 

9. Czech Republic 



 

10. Denmark 

11. Estonia 

12. Finland 

13. France 

14. Great Britain 

15. Georgia 

16. Germany 

17. Greece 

18. Hungary 

19. Israel 

20. Italy 

21. Kosovo 

22. Latvia 

23. Lithuania 

24. Macedonia 

25 Malta 

26. Moldova 

27. Norway 

28. Poland 

29. Portugal 

30. Romania 

31. Russia 

32. San Marino 

33. Slovenia 

34. Serbia 

35. Slovakia  

36. Spain 

37. Sweden 

38. Switzerland 

39. Turkey 

40. Ukraine  

  

Oceania (Total : 2) 

1. American Samoa 2.  Palau  

  

TOTAL: 125 

 

Excused:  

- New Zealand 

- Mauritius 

- Vietnam 

 

*** 

 

Note: The Congress was audio and video-recorded. 

  



 

Agenda 
 
 

1. Welcome words by the President of the Hungarian Wrestling Federation 
 

2. Opening of the 2018 Congress by the President of UWW, Mr. Nenad Lalovic  
 

3. Adoption of the Congress Procedure Regulations 
 

4. Appointment of the Congress working bodies:  
 

▪ Writer of Congress minutes  
▪ Proof-reader of the minutes (in French and English) 
▪ Appointment of the elections commission 
▪ President of the elections commission 

 
5. Approval of the minutes of the UWW Ordinary Congress in Mâcon (FRA) on 4 September 2016 

 
6. Report by the controllers of powers 
 
7. Financial report by the statutory auditors OFISA - Adoption of the 2016-2017 financial report 
 
8. President’s report on the UWW activities during the period between the Congress in Mâcon and 

Budapest 
 
9. Projected budget 2019 

 
10. Working program for the period 2019 - 2020 

 
11. Report on Refereeing 

 
12. Proposal of amendments to the UWW Constitution 

 
13. UWW’s Associated Styles Committee – Report and Working program for 2019 

 
14. Allocation of championships 

 
15. Information on the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo (JPN) 

 
16. New contractual arrangements for UWW licensed wrestlers. Consequences on the Regulations for 

Transfers and the organization of competitions and UWW Championships 
 

17. Updates to the UWW Financial Regulations 
 

18. New affiliation requests 
 

19. Questions from Affiliated Federations 
 
20. Election of the Bureau Members 

 
21. Miscellaneous 
 
22. Closing of the Congress 

 
*** 
 



 

1. Welcome words by the President of the Hungarian Wrestling Federation  
 

Mr. Lalovic welcomes everybody. He gives the stand to Mr. Szilard Nemeth, President of the Hungarian 
Wrestling Federation. 
 
Mr. Szilard welcomes all delegates to Budapest on the occasion of the Senior World Championships and 
thanks the Bureau Members for assigning the competition to Hungary. He wishes all an excellent 2018 
edition of the world championships and pinpoints the impressive cultural events organised around the 
championships. 

 
He wishes all an enriching and successful Congress.  
 
 

2. Opening of the 2018 Congress by the President of UWW Mr. Nenad Lalovic  
 

Mr. Lalovic thanks Mr. Nemeth for his speech and the hospitality of the Hungarian Federation and the 
Organisation Committee. He notes the large attendance at both the Congress and the competition. He 
reminds the audience that, furthermore, the situation of Wrestling in each country depends on its national 
federation and that it is first and foremost thanks to national federations that the system holds. 
 
Mr. Lalovic calls the Congress to order. 
 
Before proceeding the agenda further, Mr. Lalovic requires a minute of silence in memory of the victims 
of the terrorist attack on a wrestling club in Afghanistan.  
 
Mr. Lalovic vouches for a material and financial assistance to be provided for the rebuilding of the club. 

 
 
3. Adoption of the Congress Procedure Regulations 
 

The Congress Procedure Regulations are adopted without any remark.  
 

 
4. Appointment of the Congress working bodies  
 

The Congress working bodies are appointed as follows:  
 
Writer of the Congress minutes:   Mr. Dusson, General Secretary 

Proof-readers of the minutes:   For French: Mr. Dusson, General Secretary 

For English: M. Dziedzic, Vice-President 

Election Commission:    Mrs Pellicone – Bureau Member  

   Mrs Yaksi – Bureau Member 

   Mr. Dusson – General Secretary 

Mr. Tzenov – Vice-President 

President of the Election Commission:  Mr. Tzenov – Vice-President 

 
 

5. Approval of the minutes of the UWW Ordinary Congress in Mâcon (FRA) on 4 September 2016 
 
The minutes of the Mâcon Congress are approved without any remark.  
 
 
 



 

6. Reports by the controllers of powers 
 

The controllers of powers have identified the National Federations attending the Congress under 
representation: 
 
Africa   15 
America    23 
Asia   28 
Europe   40 
Oceania   2 
Bureau Members  17 
 
TOTAL :    125 

 
 
7. Financial report by the statutory auditors OFISA - Adoption of the 2016-2017 financial report 

 
Given the OFISA financial report, dated 31st of May 2018, and that no comment is made, the accounts and 
the balance sheets for 2016 and 2017 are approved by the Congress. 

 
 
8. President’s report on UWW’s activities during the period between the Congress in Mâcon and 

Budapest 
 

A report was made available on-line via UWW’s website to national federations one month before the 
Congress. Mr. Lalovic indicates that the report gives loads of information and that he does not want to 
reiterate what is presented. The report will remain at the disposal of affiliated federations until after the 
Congress and UWW will be available for further inquiries. 
 
Mr. Templeman (Director of Marketing & Communication) takes the stand and delivers a presentation 
about commercial activities since 2016.  
 
A renewable 4-year contract was signed with the Nike, Inc. corporation. Although it mostly consists in the 
provision of equipment, the impact of the association of UWW with such a brand is crucial for UWW. 
Another contract was signed with the Supples corporation. Supples participates actively in the 
development of Wrestling through the provision of equipment, notably for the More Than Medals training 
camps. And last, UWW has partnered with Taishan corporation since 2014 for mats. 
 
The delegates are shown a video about the More Than Medals training camps. It not only shows the efforts 
put forward in terms of development but also in terms of communication and presentation of Wrestling. 
Mr. Templeman adds that growth is exponential on social media (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, YouTube) 
and that UWW is in the top ten of IF regarding activities on these platforms. 
 
In what concerns TV, the growth is strong: deals were signed with Eurosport, NTV and NBC and the interest 
from television channels in broadcasting Wrestling keeps growing. 
 
Last, Mr. Templeman precises that the Wrestling House experience initiated in Rio will we renewed in 
Tokyo. 
 
Mr. Lalovic takes this opportunity to thank the staff at UWW’s Headquarters for the work accomplished.  
He adds that the Wrestling community has achieved huge progress during the last years. The display of 
Wrestling has skyrocketed since Paris 2017. Technical means such as Athena are now well in place. New 
digital formation platforms have been implemented. In that respect, Mr. Lalovic thanks M. Tomyiama 
regarding his engagement for the training of Coaches and Mr. Silvestri and Mr. Errett for the training of 
Referees. 
Regarding the Ranking System, Mr. Lalovic stresses the fact that this system must be strengthened and 
improved in order to avoid that the two main favorites meet in the first round. 



 

Mr. Lalovic recalls that the International Wrestling Rules, and in particular the rules of Greco-Roman 
Wrestling, have been dramatically improved. He nevertheless precises that a distinction must be made 
between changes of rules and changes in action-attributed points. 
 
Regarding the competition format, the issue of the athletes’ health is a great concern to the IOC and 
UWW. The practice of swift weight-loss being disturbing and detrimental in the long term, it was deemed 
necessary, in consultation with the Medical Commission, to change the competition format in order to 
deal with this issue. Regarding the organisation and the second-day weigh-in, Mr. Lalovic indicates that 
competition must start later so as to allocate more time for the athletes’ breakfast. Solutions will be put 
forward. That said, Mr. Lalovic precises that reconsidering the two weigh-ins is out of the question (the 
second weigh-in will take place on the second day). 
 
Last, Mr. Lalovic encourages all national federations to be more active in the development of Wrestling 
and wishes for more interaction between national federations and UWW. 
 
No comment is made. The report of activities is approved. 

 
 
9. 2019 Provisional Budget 
 

Mr. Lalovic announces that UWW aims to be, from here to 2024, completely independent from the 
revenues of the Olympic Games. He also reminds IFs that they must re-allocate the money they receive 
to the Athletes through national federations and development programs. The President adds that another 
objective of UWW is to move from the Group 4 of IOC funding to the Group 3.  
 
The 2018-2019 provisional budget, made available to affiliated federations in the Congress’ documents, 
is approved without any comment. 
 

 
10. Working program for the 2019-2020 period. 

 
Mr. Lalovic explains that in general terms, UWW’s work for the last five years must be continued and that 
UWW and all affiliated national federations must, on a daily basis, keep themselves updated and follow 
on the evolutions of the surrounding world. 
 
He stresses that the program for the forthcoming two years will be much concerned with, but not 
necessarily limited to, the preparation for the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games. Given the evolutions incurred 
by UWW and Wrestling during the last years and the geographical situation in terms of broadcasting 
schedule and proximity markets (India, China etc.), the television audience will be multiplied for Tokyo.  
 
Regarding the forthcoming Youth Olympic Games, they will take place in Senegal, a major place for 
African Wrestling. The Wrestling Arena has already been built and will be used for the Games. 
 
Regarding Paris 2024, Mr. Lalovic explains that the Olympic Wrestling tournament will take place in the 
centre of Paris, close to the Eiffel Tower and in the temporary hall built for the duration of the Grand 
Palais renovation. When the renovation of the Grand Palais ends, the temporary hall will remain in place 
for the Games and host the Wrestling competition; that will project an excellent image of Wrestling. 
 
Mr. Johnny Zambrano (President, Ecuador National Federation) speaks up about a technological issue. He 
asks the President and UWW to incite championships organisers to provide everyone in attendance with 
an open wi-fi connection, for a better communication and more activity on social media during events. 
Mr. Lalovic answers that although UWW takes due note of this suggestion, it is not always simple to obtain 
a connexion of sufficient quality in addition to the connexion required by IT teams for the live broadcasting 
of bouts on YouTube. 
Mr. Lalovic also talks about the necessity to develop non-Olympic styles - such as Beach Wrestling that is 
on the program of the 2019 World Beach Games. 
 



 

Measures must be taken about UWW’s governance, and the related ASOIF’s guidelines must be 
implemented during the forthcoming months. 
 
Regarding anti-doping, Mr. Lalovic indicates that the efforts about this very sensitive subject – for which 
Wrestling is in a bad posture – shall continue. UWW signed an agreement with the International Testing 
Authority (ITA) to complete its anti-doping program as of 2019. All National Federations and the 
competitions organisers will be informed by UWW about their obligations in that matter. Mr. Lalovic insists 
about the role of National Federations in the formation of Wrestlers and Coaches and asks each and every 
one to step up efforts in this direction.  
 
No comment is made. The program is approved. 

 
 
11. Report on Refereeing 

 
Mr. Lalovic gives the stand to Mr. Zach Errett, UWW Education Manager and Member of the Refereeing 
Commission. 
 
Mr. Errett reminds the audience about the last years refereeing improvements. The level of Referees has 
improved for two years, thanks notably to the way Referees are trained (more group discussions and 
interaction, less lectures). He also indicates that the average age of referees has been lowered and that 
this is encouraging for the future. The number of women Referees is rising.  
 
He speaks about the participation of Referees in the 2018 World Championships. Their number was 
augmented and divided into three groups, of which one took part in the whole championships and the two 
others in half the championships. That allows Referees to pay better attention for a shorter period. 
 
Mr. Errett also explains that the first formation course for Referees Instructors and Coaches Instructors 
was set up in 2017. He insists on the fact that both groups must work together and interact on a more 
regular basis.  
 
He informs the audience that a Program of Introduction to Refereeing (non-certifiable) is at the disposal 
of federations. 
 
Furthermore, an education platform (UWW Academy) will shortly be set up and available to all national 
federations.  
 
Last, he presents the selection criteria for Tokyo’s Referees. He pinpoints that the process will be 
transparent and based on objective criteria. An evaluation form will be tested during the Budapest World 
Championships. If proven effective, its use will be applied to the 2019 events serving for the selection of 
Tokyo’s potential referees. The selected referees must follow the IS Referees Formation Courses and 
participate in several competitions in 2020. 
 
Mr. Lalovic thanks Mr. Errett for his presentation. He adds that UWW’s Bureau decided, on the day before, 
that any refereeing-related litigious situation will be examined on the following day and that a wrongful 
referee shall be sanctioned in proportion to the committed act. 
 
No comment is made. The report is approved. 

 
 
12. Proposal of amendments to UWW’s Constitution 
 

Mr. Lalovic explains that the Bureau has been recently debating the issue of the terms limit of the Bureau 
Members and that a proposal should be made to the Congress. That said, the situation is complex, and no 
solution was reached. 
 



 

Nevertheless, an age limit should be proposed to the next Congress. For the time being, it seems that the 
principle of terms limit will be applied to the Presidency, but not to Membership. 
 
Another amendment to the Constitution is suggested, namely the addition of “Grappling” to the list of 
UWW-governed discipline.  
 
No decision is taken about these subjects for the time being. 
 
 

13. UWW’s Associated Styles Committee – Report and 2019 Working program 
 

Mr. Lalovic gives the stand to Mrs Yaksi for a presentation about the Associated Styles Committee. 
 
Mrs Yaksi describes the various developments of the Committee since its creation. She is the President of 
the Committee and the office is in Istanbul. She enumerates the numbers of affiliations and associations 
according to style and presents the rates of participation in the championships since 2016. 
 
Mrs Yaksi also introduces the promotional aspect of these styles and the related activity on social media.  
 
Grappling as a “self-defence” tool is put forward. 
 
Last, a list of multisport competitions including theses styles is established. 
 
No comment is made. The report is approved. 
 

 
14. Allocation of championships 
 

Mr. Lalovic gives the stand to Mr. Dusson for the announcement of the allocation of championships for 
2019-2020-2021, decided on the day before by UWW’s Executive Committee.  
 
Without enumerating the full list of allocated championships (to be published on UWW’s website), it is 
mentioned that the 2021 World Championships were allocated to Oslo, Norway. 
 
Organisers of the 2019 and 2021 World Championships are invited to give a short presentation about the 
organisation of these championships. 
 
This point is informative only, and no comment is made. 

 
 
15. Information about the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo (JPN) 

 
Mr. Lalovic gives the stand to Mr. Rey, Director of Sports at UWW, for a presentation about the 2020 
Olympic Games in Tokyo.  
 
Information are presented about the competition hall, the competition format, the qualifying 
tournaments, the test events and accommodation.  
 
All the information is available on UWW’s website. 
 
This point is informative only, and no comment is made. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

16. New contractual arrangements for UWW licensed wrestlers and consequences on the Regulations for 
Transfers and the organization of competitions and UWW championships 

 
Mr. Lalovic explains that legal problems occurred following the creation of a non-official league in 
Germany, in which international foreign Wrestlers take part in violation of UWW’s Rules and Regulations. 
This situation is detrimental to all involved parties (Wrestlers, National Federations, UWW). 
 
Mr. Lalovic stresses that it is important to protect each and every one’s interests and in particulars the 
national federations’ ones. That kind of league should be set up in agreement with the national federation 
concerned. If such non-official leagues were set up in all countries, national federations would be greatly 
prejudiced.  
 
For that reason, Mr. Lalovic announces that UWW’s Bureau has approved, during its Rome meeting in 
August 2018, the principle according to which all national federations must set up a license system at 
national level in order to protect their wrestlers and their competition system. He reminds the audience 
that this system is already in place at the international level, primarily providing wrestlers with an 
insurance coverage. He adds that the Bureau approved, at its meeting on the day before the Congress, 
the obligation for all coaches attending the field of competition to hold a UWW licence as of the 1st 
January 2019. 
 
Mr. Zambrano (President, Ecuador National Federation) requires taking the stand. He indicates that the 
decision to press national federation to set up a national-level license system is an excellent initiative. It 
will allow them to strengthen their position towards public sports authorities; UWW’s Regulations must 
be amended to make it compulsory. 
 
Decision 1: The Congress endorses the Bureau’s decision according to which UWW-members National 
Federations are required to set up a license system at national level. The relevant UWW’s Rules and 
Regulations will be amended in this direction. 
 
Decision 2: The Congress endorses the Bureau’s decision to make the UWW license compulsory for all 
coaches as of the 1st January 2019. 
 
 

17. Updates to UWW’s Financial Regulations 
 
 Mr. Lalovic comments on the following proposal about the modification of organisation fees: some 

adjustments are proposed regarding the continental championships. Regarding the Olympic Games 
qualifying tournaments, Mr. Lalovic pinpoints that future organisers were consulted and that their answer 
was positive. He adds that these tournaments are great events and that UWW’s investments, notably in 
terms of preparation and communication, are aligned accordingly. The raise of the fee will allow for 
reducing our operating expenses.  

 

Competition Current Fee Proposal 
 

Senior Pan-American Championships 
 

46’000 Swiss Francs 25’000 Swiss Francs 

 

Junior Pan-American Championships 
 

10’000 Swiss Francs 8’000 Swiss Francs 

 
African Continental Champs (Cadet, Junior, Senior)1 
 

7’000 Swiss Francs 8’000 Swiss Francs 

 

Oceania Continental Champs (Cadet, Junior, Senior)1 
 

6’500 Swiss Francs 8’000 Swiss Francs 

 
1 The organisation fee must be understood as including all three age-categories, and not as per single age-category. 



 

 

Olympic Games Continental Qualifying Tournaments  
 

1’800 Swiss Francs 50’000 Swiss Francs 

 

Olympic Games World Qualifying Tournament  
 

1’800 Swiss Francs 100’000 Swiss Francs 

 
 
Decision: The Congress approves the proposals rendered in the above table. 
 
 

18. New affiliations 
 

Without any objection or remark (the UWW Constitution’s requirements having been fulfilled), the 
Congress approves the definitive affiliation of the three following federations: 

  
- Papua New Guinea (Oceania) 

 - Macao (Asia) 
 - Guyana (Americas) 

 
The President asks the Secretary General if the delegates from these three new federations can 
participate in the rest of the Congress with full rights of vote and parole. The Secretary General confirms 
that there are no regulatory or statutory objection to their participation. 
 
The right of vote and parole is thus attributed to the delegate in attendance from the Macao Federation. 
 
 

19. Questions from the affiliated Federations 
 
Mr. Lalovic notifies the delegates that two requests from affiliated federations were received. One was 
not in compliance with the Constitution and the other cannot be discussed by the Congress. That said, 
Mr. Lalovic asks the Congress if one or the other federation in attendance wishes to submit a topic for 
discussion. 
 
No delegate takes the floor. 

 
 
20. Election of Bureau Members 
 

Before proceeding further into the election, Mr. Lalovic asks all delegates to put their cell phones and 
other photographic devices away so as to safeguard the integrity of the election. Furthermore, all 
delegates are requested to present themselves before the Election Commission, in case irregularities are 
witnessed during the election process.  
 
The voting cards having been distributed by the Controllers of powers and the devices were distributed 
by UWW’s staff upon presentation of the voting card, an explanatory video is projected, and a test is 
realised.  
 
The candidates are introduced. As every Bureau Member is elected to represent Wrestling and not his/her 
country of origin, Mr. Lalovic names each candidate without mentioning his/her country of origin. 
 
One candidate (Mrs Kane) is missing. Decision is made to maintain her candidacy. 
 
Then, the election starts. 
 
 
 
 



 

The results of the 1st round are:  
 

 
 
Six members obtained absolute majority in the 1st round. 
 
A 2nd round is organised to fill the 7th seat, left vacant since Mr. Khadem’s resignation.  
 
Mr. Lalovic takes this opportunity to explain to the Congress the circumstances of Mr. Khadem’s 
resignation. He reminds the audience that Mr. Khadem continues his fight against the interference in sport 
by the sports authorities of his country, and in particular against the orders given by these authorities to 
Iranian athletes not to take up competing against some countries. Mr. Khadem resigned from his position 
as Bureau Member to protect UWW. Mr. Lalovic asks the Congress to applaud Mr. Khadem for his fight. 
 
No candidate withdraws from the 2nd round. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The results of the 2nd round are: 
 

 
 
Mr. Lalovic asks if any delegate has an objection or a remark to formulate regarding the election process.  
 
No objection is made. Mr. Lalovic congratulates all the candidates. 
 
 

21. Miscellaneous 
 

No subject on the Agenda. 
 
 

22. Closing of the Congress 

 
There is no more question on the Agenda. Nobody requests to take the floor. At 1 pm, the Congress is 
declared closed. 

 
***  

 

 

Nenad Lalovic        Michel Dusson 
President        Secretary General 
 
Corsier-sur-Vevey, 25th October 2018 


