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UWW EXTRAORDINARY CONGRESS 

ONLINE1 
 

7 September 2026 - 14h00 CET 
 

 

MINUTES 
 

In attendance 

List of participants in appendix. 

 
Agenda  
 
1. Welcome words  
2. Vote on proposed amendments of art. 27.3 and 28  
3. Concluding observations  
 
 

***** 
Minutes 
  

1. Welcome words 

President Lalović welcomed the Presidents and Secretaries General of the national federations, as 
well as the members of the UWW Bureau. He thanked all participants for their engagement and for 
the numerous letters of support received in the preceding weeks. 
 
The President recalled that this Extraordinary Congress was intended to clarify a rule adopted by the 
Congress in 2021, in a process he himself initiated as early as 2019 within the Bureau, for the purpose 
of good governance and accountability of the International Federation’s governing bodies. 
 
The President stated that, as a candidate directly concerned, he recused himself from the discussion 
and vote on item 2 of the agenda, and invited two other candidates for the Presidency to do the 
same. He then handed the floor to the Secretary General Mr. Roy. 

 
 
2. Vote on proposed amendments of art. 27.3 and 28  

The Secretary General recalled that the holding of this Extraordinary Congress was approved by the 
Bureau at its meeting of 18 August 2026, in accordance with clause 11.6 of the Constitution, which 
empowers the Bureau to set the date of an Extraordinary Congress and to decide that it be held 
virtually where circumstances so justify.  

The Bureau considered it necessary to clarify promptly the rules governing the conduct of the 
presidential elections scheduled for the following month, and judged that holding an in-person 
meeting within so short a timeframe would have been impracticable. 

The Secretary General informed the congress that proceedings had been brought before the Court 
of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) on behalf of three members, challenging the convening of the 

 
1 Technical assistance & electronic voting : Lumi Global 
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Extraordinary Congress on the grounds that the 45-day constitutional notice period applicable to the 
publication of the Ordinary Congress agenda should also apply to an Extraordinary Congress. He noted 
that this deadline has never previously been applied to extraordinary congresses. Extraordinary 
Congresses have been convened on shorter notice. For example, the last Extraordinary Congress, 
held in 2024, has been convened with 30 days’ notice without any challenge being raised at the time.  

He further stated that the members behind the challenge had also sought, over the preceding 
weekend, a provisional order from CAS to block the holding of this Congress, and that CAS dismissed 
that application, allowing the Congress to proceed notwithstanding the pending challenge. 

The Secretary General recalled, lastly, that the Constitution requires no quorum for the holding of a 
Congress, whether ordinary or extraordinary, and invited Lumi to conduct the roll call of participants 
for the purpose of establishing the attendance record.  

The roll call was conducted electronically through the Lumi platform: each delegate connected and 
holding voting rights was asked to confirm their presence. It was noted that three continental 
presidents also attended without voting rights: Mr. Lee, Mr. Al Awamleh and Mr. Lake. 

At the close of the roll call, Lumi confirmed the connection of approximately 120 members holding 
voting rights (a figure that evolved over the course of the session as further delegates connect, 
including the Russian Federation). The detailed attendance list generated by the Lumi system is 
retained as an annex to these minutes. 

The Secretary General declared the Congress validly constituted to deliberate. 

The Secretary General recalled that decisions of the Congress are taken by a majority of the votes 
cast, abstentions not being taken into account in calculating the required majority. Only federations 
in good standing with UWW received, through Lumi, the credentials enabling them to vote; 
federations not in good standing received a connection link allowing them to attend without voting 
rights. 

He then set out the substantive background: the purpose of the Congress was to clarify the 
application of the presidential term limit adopted by the Congress in 2021. He recalled that a 
consultation process was conducted between 2019 and 2021, at the level of the Executive Committee 
and then the Bureau. It had resulted in a proposal under which, if adopted, the term limit would 
take effect only from the date of its approval by the Congress, with the incumbent President 
remaining accordingly eligible in 2026.  

He stated that this understanding was recorded in the minutes of the relevant meetings. 

Legal challenges having been brought before CAS on this point, the Bureau considered that the 
resulting uncertainty had to be resolved by the Congress, as the supreme authority of UWW 
competent to rule on the interpretation of the Constitution, by way of an amendment intended to 
settle the matter definitively ahead of the presidential elections scheduled for the Ordinary Congress 
in Astana. 

The Secretary General then opened the floor and invited delegates wishing to speak to raise their 
virtual hand. 

The following interventions were made, in the order in which the floor was given by the Secretary 
General: 

• Mr Pedro Silva (UWW Bureau member) opened by framing his remarks not as a legal argument 
but as those of a wrestler and Bureau member speaking plainly to colleagues he trusts. He 
described wrestling as the oldest sport in the world, one that endures because it puts the simplest 
and most honest question to competitors — who wins on the mat, in front of everyone — rather 
than who can have an opponent disqualified before the contest begins. He characterised the 
attempt to bar a candidate through a disputed reading of a rule, rather than defeating him before 
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the members he serves, as an attempt to win by forfeit, and said this should not become UWW’s 
way. He then set out the history of the rule in detail: the Bureau first discussed limiting the 
presidency to two mandates in 2019 in Nur-Sultan, on a proposal presented by President Lalović 
himself, who stated at the time that the rule would apply from the elections that followed; the 
minutes of that meeting record, without a single objection from anyone present, that the new 
rule could not reach backward onto terms already served under the Constitution then in force. 
Two years later, in Belgrade, the Congress adopted that same limitation in the same terms, 
unanimously and without a single question asked. On 3 June of this year, the same Bureau 
confirmed it again by 19 votes, neither the President nor the Secretary General taking part in 
that vote, on the shared understanding that a mandate served before the rule existed does not 
count against it. He drew a parallel with the Constitution’s treatment of the Bureau’s nationality-
diversity rule: when that rule was introduced, no member already serving was unseated, and 
Article 27 explicitly protects such members for as long as their federations keep re-electing them 
— a deliberate choice not to look backward. He noted that no one has proposed reversing that 
logic and removing a sitting Bureau member on the ground that their country already holds 
another seat at the table, and argued that it is inconsistent to now ask the Congress to do the 
opposite with the presidency: to reach backward, with no such protective clause, and count a 
mandate served under a Constitution that did not contain the rule at all. He stated plainly that 
“a principle applied to one article and abandoned in the next is not a principle, it is a tactic — 
and a dirty one”. Turning to the concerns raised by some federations about how this Congress 
was convened, he said those concerns deserve a proper answer, and that CAS — where the matter 
is pending — is precisely where that answer belongs; whatever CAS decides, as it did earlier that 
day, will be respected in full, but a dispute over calendar and procedure is not a reason to avoid 
the substantive question the Congress was convened to answer: let the Court rule on the form, 
and let the Congress rule today on the substance. He was careful to distinguish eligibility from 
election, stressing that confirming President Lalović may stand does not decide who wins in 
October — it only guarantees every candidate’s right to be judged on their record, programme 
and vision, and not on a procedural technicality raised at the most convenient moment. He then 
spoke from his own experience working alongside the President: a development fund built to 
respond to what federations actually need; an academy that has brought qualified coaches and 
trained referees within reach of countries that never had access to high-performance centres; 
the defence of wrestling’s place in the Olympic movement at a moment when that place was 
again being questioned, with the same composure shown in 2013. He called on the Congress to 
test every candidacy, including the President’s, against the same standard of competence, 
integrity, delivered results and credible vision for the future, and on that standard voiced his 
support, without reservation, for President Lalović’s candidacy — while inviting the Congress to 
decide, as the sport itself always has, on the mat and on merit, together. 

• Mr Mikayil Jabbarov (President, Azerbaijan Wrestling Federation) stated that the Azerbaijan 
wrestling community has a clear and consistent understanding of the rules adopted in 2021 and 
their implications, and considered President Lalović fully eligible and capable of continuing to 
serve, a position he said that was not new and had not been formulated in response to the current 
debate, and which a relevant legal analysis had confirmed. He reported that his federation had 
formally expressed its support for President Lalović’s re-election in an official letter of support, 
issued in full awareness of a differing local interpretation of the relevant provision, based on its 
assessment of UWW’s development under his leadership and, more broadly, on what it believed 
serves the best interests of international wrestling. He pointed to the impartiality shown by UWW 
in its decisions concerning national federations and members, and to significant gains in the 
visibility and standing of wrestling, which he said now holds a strong position among Olympic 
sports and stands particularly high among combat sports — an achievement he said benefits the 
entire wrestling family. He also acknowledged substantial progress in governance and 
transparency and an important process of institutional modernisation, and described President 
Lalović’s position within the International Olympic Committee, in his capacity as President of the 
International Federation, as an important and valuable asset, given the increasing complexity of 
the international sporting environment. While crediting these achievements to the collective 
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effort of the whole wrestling community — national federations, athletes, coaches, officials and 
the UWW administration — he stated that stable and effective leadership is an important and 
indispensable part of that progress, and that it was on this basis that the federation’s letter of 
support was submitted and remains valid today. He acknowledged that different views may exist 
within the wrestling family, while confirming that his federation’s own position has been 
consistent, and closed by expressing the hope that today’s discussion and decisions would 
ultimately strengthen unity and allow the family to remain focused on its common responsibility 
for the future of wrestling. 

• Mr Mohammad Al Awamleh (UWW-Asia President) stated that today’s Extraordinary Congress is 
important for the stability, clarity and future of UWW, and that at a time when the sport faces 
significant challenges, members must remain united and protect wrestling’s reputation and 
interests worldwide. He noted that attempts had been made to prevent the Congress from taking 
place and thereby to prevent national federations from expressing their voice, and that CAS had 
that day dismissed the request for provisional measures seeking to stop the Congress, allowing it 
to proceed and allowing federations to exercise their democratic right to speak and vote — an 
outcome he said protects the democratic process and gives confidence that UWW is proceeding 
on solid institutional grounds. He argued that seeking election by preventing members from 
meeting or expressing their will is not the right path, and that anyone seeking the confidence of 
the membership must first demonstrate respect for democracy, for UWW’s institutions, and for 
every federation’s right to express its position freely. On this basis he strongly encouraged all 
delegates to vote in favour of the proposed amendments, which he said would provide the 
necessary clarity, remove uncertainty, and allow the organisation to move forward on a stable 
and transparent basis. He expressed, on behalf of his organisation, full support for President 
Lalović and thanked him for his leadership and continuous efforts to develop and protect the 
sport, before encouraging all national federations to attend the Ordinary Congress in Astana, 
stressing that every federation’s participation would be essential to the important decisions to 
be taken there concerning the future of wrestling.  

Later in the session, after Mr Mamiashvili had taken the floor, Mr Al Awamleh asked to speak again 
to thank Mr Mamiashvili for his call for unity, but noted that, as a declared candidate for the 
presidency, he is required under Article 12.2 of the Constitution to be able to address the Congress 
fluently in English, and asked him to repeat his remarks in English. He explained that this 
requirement matters because the President must be able to represent the sport and communicate 
directly with the IOC, particularly at difficult moments, recalling that before 2013 wrestling faced 
serious challenges in part because the then-president did not represent the federation properly 
and missed important meetings due to a lack of direct communication.  

Mr. Mamiashvili did not react to this address. Having noted the absence of response, the Secretary 
General moved the proceedings forward. 

• Mr Reichenauer (President, Austrian Wrestling Federation) emphasized the importance of unity 
within the wrestling family, stressing that being united does not mean having identical opinions, 
but rather ensuring fair, democratic and high-quality elections. He recalled the difficult situation 
facing wrestling in 2013, when the sport was removed from the Olympic programme, and 
expressed his support for Nenad Lalovic during that period. He referred positively to the 
subsequent transformation from FILA to UWW, the reforms undertaken, and the organisation's 
more proactive approach towards the future. A key point of his intervention was that rules should 
not be applied retroactively. He stressed that rules should govern future conduct and that 
decisions concerning the past should not be made retrospectively. He also insisted that UWW 
should remain focused on its fundamental purpose: serving athletes and developing the sport, 
rather than allowing personal interests, politics, business interests or interference from outside 
institutions to influence the wrestling family. Looking towards the future, he underlined the 
importance of the upcoming presidential election and the need to consider candidates who can 
develop wrestling over the next four years and beyond. While expressing his support for Nenad 
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Lalovic, he also welcomed the presence of other candidates, arguing that competing visions and 
ideas can contribute to a stronger future for wrestling. He concluded with a call for unity, 
integrity and service to the sport, urging delegates not to engage in political or personal games 
and to keep the interests of wrestling and its athletes at the centre of their decisions. 

• Ms Zhang (UWW Bureau member, China), stated that, as a representative who attended the 
2021 UWW Congress, she recalled that, at the UWW Congress in October 2021, the Member 
delegates unanimously recognized and adopted an important resolution providing that the UWW 
President should serve a maximum of two terms, with the provision taking effect from 2021 
onwards and without retroactive application. According to her understanding at the time, this 
meant that the provision applied only to presidential terms commencing after 2021 and did not 
affect terms served before that date. On this basis, she stated that Mr. Lalovic would be eligible 
for re-election for the 2026–2032 term. She then addressed those who intended to run for the 
UWW presidency, either now or in the future. She reminded them that, as a politically exposed 
person (PEP), an IF president is required to disclose personal assets and bank accounts to the 
Swiss authorities and is subject to their scrutiny and supervision. She stressed that the position 
of UWW President carries the credibility of UWW and the trust of its members and should not be 
used as a platform for personal gain or self-enrichment. She concluded by calling on all candidates 
and members to uphold transparency and fairness and to safeguard the long-term interests and 
reputation of wrestling and UWW. 

• Mr Gheorghiu (President, Moldova Wrestling Federation) called for clarity and predictability in 
the Constitution, argued that the term limit introduced in 2021 should not apply to terms served 
before its adoption, and expressed support for the proposed amendment. 

• Mr Francisco Lee (UWW-Americas President), citing twenty-three years within the organisation, 
praised the work of President Lalović, recalled his commitment despite a serious accident shortly 
after his 2014 election and throughout the pandemic, and expressed the unanimous support of 
the federations of the American continent. 

• Mr Okassov (President, Kazakhstan Wrestling Federation) emphasized that the issue under 
discussion is critical for the future development of wrestling, not merely a question of wording or 
formal procedure. He acknowledged that he is relatively new to working with UWW but has 
extensive experience in sport, and stressed that unity and cooperation are essential if wrestling 
is to thrive. On behalf of the Wrestling Federation of Kazakhstan, and personally, he expressed 
full support for President Nenad Lalovic, stating his confidence in Lalovic's work and in its 
continued benefit to the sport. He urged the delegates to approach the decision seriously, 
thoughtfully and with a focus on its long-term consequences, rather than treating it as a merely 
formal vote. He stressed that decisions should take into account innovation, the future of the 
sport and what lies behind the proposed decision. He concluded by calling on the members to 
support one another and seek a unanimous decision, and invited the delegates to Kazakhstan. 

• The delegate representing the Uzbekistan Wrestling Federation,  expressed his federation’s full 
support for President Lalović, citing progress made since 2013 in sporting development and 
representation within the Olympic movement. 

• Mr Meskout (UWW Vice-President & UWW-Africa President), speaking in his capacity as 
President of the African Council and the Arab Union of wrestling, addressed the unity of the 
wrestling family and the principles of democracy and respect for the rule of law and for court 
decisions.  

• Mr. Leonakis (President, Hellenic Wrestling Federation) expressed full agreement with the 
preceding speakers and recalled President Lalović’s role at the International Olympic Committee 
meeting in Buenos Aires, decisive for wrestling’s retention on the Olympic programme, in support 
of the renewal of his mandate. 
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• The delegate representing the Kyrgyzstan Wrestling Federation, citing fifty-four years of 
involvement in the wrestling movement, praised the progress achieved under President Lalović’s 
leadership in financial stability, the development of women’s wrestling and digital platforms, and 
the growth in participation in Asian continental championships, and expressed its full support. 

• The delegate representing the Somalia Wrestling Federation welcomed the democratic nature 
of the process and expressed its support for the incumbent President. 

• Mr Mamiashvili (UWW Bureau Member and President of the Russian Wrestling Federation) took 
the floor after a series of technical connection difficulties that, he said, had prevented him from 
joining and unmuting earlier in the session2. Upon finally connecting, he thanked the assembly 
and expressed his pleasure at seeing and greeting all participants. He called for the wrestling 
family’s continued commitment to unity, stating that all present must take care of the sport’s 
past, present and future, and share the wish to see the sport and its federations become better 
with each passing day. Speaking briefly, he wished all members and athletes to remain united 
and called for attention to be paid to the democratic dimension of the question before the 
Congress: in his view, sticking to the Constitution must go hand in hand with transparency, which 
he distinguished from remaining silent about, or concealing, anything — the assembly, he said, is 
united by the single critical task of correctly understanding the legal language of the Constitution. 
He closed by calling on everyone to rise above politics and political bias, urging the Congress to 
preserve a politically unbiased attitude and to respect the Constitution, and thanked the assembly 
with respect. 

• The delegate representing the Wrestling Federation of Montenegro expressed support for 
President Lalović and thanked UWW for its support of newer and smaller federations. 

• The delegate representing the Ghana Wrestling Federation praised President Lalović’s role in 
keeping wrestling on the Olympic programme and in its subsequent development, and expressed 
support for the continuation of his mandate and for the adoption of the amendment. 

• Mr Dittmann (UWW-Europe President) stated that the speakers before him had already covered 
most of the relevant points and therefore kept his intervention brief. He referred specifically to 
Pedro Silva's explanation, which he considered an accurate reflection of the situation and of their 
position. He also referred to the letter sent by 20 UWW Bureau members the previous Saturday. 
Speaking in his capacity as President of UWW Europe, he confirmed the full support of Europe for 
UWW President Nenad Lalovic. 

• Mr Bregovic (President, Wrestling Federation of Croatia) stated that his federation would vote 
in favour of the amendment before the Congress, describing the present situation as an 
opportunity to strengthen the organisation. 

• Mr. Finizio (delegation of the Italian Wrestling Federation) noted the participation of more than 
one hundred and thirty national federation representatives as a demonstration of UWW’s 
democratic vitality, and announced a vote in favour of the amendment in support of President 
Lalović. 

 

The Secretary General closed the list of speakers and invited the assembly to proceed to the vote. 

 
2 During the delegates’ interventions, the Secretary General announced publicly to Lumi that messages coming from Mr. 

Mamiashvili’s assistant had been received via Whatsapp informing of some login issues and technical ones, namely the 
“raise hand” button allegedly not responding. The Secretary General repeatedly asked Lumi to try to connect Mr 
Mamiashvili, while noting that around 130 delegates had been able to join without any issue. 
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A test vote was conducted through the Lumi platform to allow each delegate to become familiar 

with the voting interface (a choice between “Yes”, “No” and “Abstain”). This test vote receives 

approximately 93% of possible votes before being closed. 

The Secretary General then opened the vote on the motion to amend Articles 27.3 and 28 of the 

Constitution. The results were the following:  

 

 

 

The Secretary General recorded that the motion was adopted by a majority of the votes cast. 

 

3. Concluding observations 

President Lalović thanked the delegates for their support and for the clarity of the vote, which he 
interpreted as confirming his eligibility for a further six-year term. He stated that the organisation 
would have preferred not to have had to convene this Extraordinary Congress, given that he 
considered the question put to the vote to have already been the subject of a clear consensus, and 
regretted the resources that had to be devoted to addressing the challenges brought against it. He 
nonetheless welcomes the vote as a demonstration of unity and confidence. 
 
He noted that today’s decision does not necessarily bring an end to all pending legal proceedings and 
accordingly called on the members who have brought such proceedings to discontinue them, in the 
collective interest of the organisation. He stated that today’s vote paved the way for a serene 
presidential elections at the Ordinary Congress in Astana on 23 October 2026, and looked forward to 
welcoming all delegates on that occasion. 
 
The Secretary General thanked all delegates and participants for their attendance and declared the 
Extraordinary Congress closed. 
 

 
***** 
*** 
* 
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The Congress was adjourned at 16h00. Minutes submitted by Mr Roy. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nenad Lalovic     Carlos Roy 
President     Secretary General 
 
    
Corsier-sur-Vevey, 8th September 2026 / cr 
 
 
 
APPENDIX: List of participants. 
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